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The Poet Yu Kwang-chung as a Translator of Poetry: A
Study on the Translation of English Poems into Chinese

by Yu Kwang-chung

Liang, Xin-jun'
Abstract

Yu Kwang-chung worked hard in the field of translation throughout his life, and
his achievements in translating English poetry into Chinese were remarkable, with a
total of 301 English poems translated. His translation of English poetry into Chinese is
not only abundant in quantity, but also of high quality, especially in the form of English
poetry translation that he focuses on. In the form translation of English poetry, the most
prominent aspect is its translation of English poetry metrics, which has evolved from
inheriting the traditional method of "using pauses instead of steps" to forming a method
of "using Chinese characters instead of English syllables flexibly". Apparently, Yu has
expanded the possibilities of translating English poetry metrics and brought English
poetry translation to a new level. In the era when "translating poetry in modern Chinese
vernacular" was the mainstream, he creatively proposed the strategy of “using the
written form of classical Chinese language and the modern chinese language together”
in translation language, achieving the expansion of language means for translating
poetry. For the translation of English poetry into Chinese, as well as the translation of
foreign poetry into Chinese, Yu's concepts and methods of translating English poetry

into Chinese have both important value and enlightening significance.

! Associate Professor, the School of Chinese language and literature, Nantong University.
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the sound of a voice that is
still

(FLmmgit)
TJE(Alfred
Tennyson) <3E
&> (Break,
Break, Break)

TR AR TR A

over the dull earth swarm

and fly

(FRaFET)
2 Rx(James
Thomson) <J¢ £
> (As We Rush,
As We Rush in
the Train)

Ringed with the azure

world, he stands

(FLmmgit)
T B4 (Alfred
Tennyson) <&>
(The Eagle)

T TR
e/ LS BT
i

That lights the pathway but
one step ahead/ Across a

void of mystery and dread

(FFFFET) -
AR HAN(George
Santayana) <{Z{[])

ME> (O

World)

A R — PR K/
O E NS R o

Sing of human unsuccess/ In

a rapture of distress

(W.H.Auden) <rf
7> (In
Memory of W.B.
Yeats)
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If anyone asks, say it was

tEa AL ET 4/ BB
— RIS RYEB AR T

gradual the Grace/ A pensive

Custom it becomes/

WA A » i forgotten/ Long and long (EEE)
TECMERA - RAHITE ro0/ T am i i (Sara
SR * RIEX © & Asa ﬂowergas,a fire, as a Teasdale) <iie
A RIEN /A R s ’ ’ > (Let It Be
= hushed footfall/ In a long- Forgotten)
forgotten snow
Though half a score of years
HEIR - FEk A —F/ | are gone,/ Spring comes as ( EEEFEE) -
WS FERUEEART/AE | sharply now as then—/ But | #5458 5 (Sara
WR AR E S — &S if we had it all to do/ It Teasdale) <F{EE>
R EEEEE would be done the same (Wisdom)
again
(FEEE)
WMERRAEAHEZY | No ordinance be seen/ So K& AR (Emily

Dickinson) <31

> (Further In

BB RN Enlarging Loneliness Summer Than the
Birds)
()
SR TR/ Until the Moss had reached ?X{.jéﬁ(Emﬂyv
S| OB A== i our lips-/And covered up- | Dickinson) <Ffj3%
our names- > (I Died For
Beauty)
H PR B
(FEEIR
) 1968 f > 1K
THYREA the griefs of the ages 2Bk (Dylan

Thomas) <H et
HYELffr> (In My
Craft or Sullen Art)

BRA AT > A F I

swift beyond calculation or

capture

(BRI AT
#E) 1968 i - fif]
B (Louise Bogan)

<W5HE> (The

Dragon-Fly)
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FeiE 7% A L A=/ SRS some mistake/ The only F/ro;,\t);;g S
HAEKESSE R /AW | other sound’s the sweep/ JNEE> (Stopping
A R HARE Of easy wind and downy
flake by Woods on a
Snowy Evening)
el
(BEEtE=E
. #it) - 75 %&(John
s the more of blame is Keats) ¥
heaped upon her s8> (Ode on
Indolence)
(BEEtE=E
BT ;R hath been cooled a long i) » <IRENE>
age; viewless wings (Ode to a
Nightingale)
(BEEtE=E

& EHRE

moss-lain Dryads

L) » <BERENE>
(Ode to Psyche)
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i BB TR TS Rl
4 e roof/ of leaves and trembled | #It) » <E{miH>
= blossoms (Ode to Psyche)
Vipeeae v
) <ETEH
5 SZER—FR gulp a bumper [ 3£ 4> (This
Mortal Body of a
Thousand Days)
Vieeae v
y o ) > <sk SLEVD
RIS afr& - &5 fFEE | first with the whales, last . ’ Fﬁ//
6 ' . &> (To Ailsa
£ with the eagle-skies
Rock)
Vipeeat v
) o
Vo
7 FerEH taught me <5 JR> (To
J[ames] R[ice])
. I and now with treble soft/ (Fzengs
R E A . e
8 eI The red-breast whistles iy <pkzigE>
from a garden-croft (To Autumn)
While barred clouds bloom g s
e . U
o | TRES RS A #E | the soft-dying day/, And T
FEXI S FEF A EZ4L | touch the stubble-plains )
. (To Autumn)
with rosy hue
Vipeeae v
10 ZEINGR curious conscience ) > <R

(To Sleep)
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thy life is but two dead

eternities

Vipeeat v
) > <sk SRR
&> (To Ailsa
Rock)
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that I have not the cloudy

winds to keep

(BrELEFE
) » <SFHEK
B O %> (On

Seeing the Elgin
Marbles)
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To sit upon an Alp as on a
throne/, And half forget
what world or worldling

meant

(BrEE
i) > <BREIfR>
(Happy Is
England! I Could
Be Countent)

14

TR SR

relied on what they knew

(TR
) 2017 iz >
s HTHRF(Robert
Frost) <FH 2 Fyait>
(Provide, Provide)

15

@ AFREDIE

Lie lightless, all their
sparkles bleared and black
and blind

(BRI
#E) 2017 jig - 15
{X(Thomas Hardy)
<KANEG——iK
R I0Z>
(Lines On The
Loss Of The

“Titanic”)
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(FL=HRAET
) 2017 ji - &
No whit less still and lonely R Ea

fair (Edward Thomas)
<[ Z $Hfy >
(Adlestrop)

16 | [FIBEZAY > REMS:

(FEIAET
) 2017 fx > ¥5
17 WIEZEAA R resenting not such wrong | {{(Thomas Hardy)
<5 E> (The
Blinded Bird)

(FEEIRAET
Since then—"tis ) 2017 iz > K
&K > 18 724 (EH4C/ | Centuries— and yet/ Feels & 7% (Emily
{EEVE LA KA /5 #] | shorter than the Day/ I first | Dickinson) <[& £y
A E RN EHE surmised the Horse’s FAREIE T
KA Heads/ Were toward HHET"> (Because
Eternity— I Could Not Stop
For Death)
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PSR e T IR BRI £ B e EARR A B AR TAVE E BV R
FIA R TRAVERS L » SRRV 176 R IERFEE T RS E
SERA] TR > TR TR LSS B R — 20 2R AR
wf N EERIR S - BNV EE > FothR A aER > R IRAHENE
B o P ARET RO T SR R R e o ERE TP ENEREL
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( A.E. Housman ) FY<[Ea>—5F °

The Half-Moon Westers Low B!

The half-moon westers low, my love, B/ PERE > FRAVE
And the wind brings up the rain; RV R /R

And wide apart lie we, my love, Tl BT W - R
And seas between the twain. F AR EE G -

I know not if it rains, my love, AR NRIER /M5 > TR
In the land where you do lie; AR AR

And oh, so sound you sleep, my love, VREES/ A0 e/ - FRAVE
You know no more than 1. RFIF/ [EIfR /AN -

S

EE yTGERTT BT RGBT D > ST R =52 SE8ET
FIEEFTHFER - SOLTHVEESCGE=ME T "DUARSE” - BATE R UUTH - BT R
=g

£ (SEEREE) o SOCrPREIERIEE T 34 EAREET o (20 LGB
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B o £ 1968 £y (FLIRAEEE) T o FEFTERAY 32 Efd iy (B0 EA 11
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EHA o FI2E THE - <PUECE REIEKAVEIZE— L The Isles of Greece HEEE HLa & {H ]
SRV » (HNEAERBUITTT) 2014 4255 6 B - 55 927-938 H -

WO 2012 EEL B IR BLH KRR T AR, o SR TEEEA R o HEEEALRE
EERERHRIERY" - RLERTEEL : <FOerhEdZast | BIERm > 55 198 H > (dmsFamst (56/58))
2013 4EEE 2 H -

©opehEE  (FEREE)  2=10  SUEEIE 0 1960 £ 0 5 72-13 H -
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